
DEAR CLASS: 
While I accept that many of you are feeling intimidated by Romeo & Juliet, and that some of you are trying to 
run away from it, I am going to insist that you carry out all the work we will be doing on it to the best of your 
abilities. There are two primary reasons for this: 
 
1) By having a Shakespeare play prepared for the final examination, you will be perfectly prepared for 
ANYTHING the SQA can throw at you. By close study of the text, you will improve ALL the skills you 
need to perform well in May, and therefore in a position to pass at the highest possible grade you can. 
 
2) There are countless sources of extra information that you can access to support your study. Simply downloading 
the LitCharts guide will improve your knowledge of the text beyond measure. In addition, the guide will also 
point you to just about every quotation you will need in order to write about the play. 
 
Yes, Shakespeare is hard work – but always remember, you are trying to pass Higher English – it is MEANT 
to be challenging. I look forward to receiving your homework on Tuesday 31st January! 

ROMEO & JULIET : ACT 1  

I.i.1-188 :  How serious is the quarrel between the Montagues and Capulets at this stage in the play? 

I.i.119-241 :   What sort of person is Romeo? 

I.ii.46-104 :  What is the nature of Romeo‟s love for Rosaline and how does the feud affect it? 

I.iii.1-105 :   What is Juliet‟s attitude to an arranged marriage? 

I.iv :  Before reading this scene – Role play two teenagers, one of whom is in love and the 
other is trying to mock him or her out of it. [NOT FOR HOMEWORK] 

I.v.43-55/95-146:   “What lady‟s that…” to “…till this night” and “If I profane…” to the end. 

Pick out all the comparisons that Romeo uses to describe Juliet. For 
instance, how does he continue the idea begun in “enrich”? 

At line 95, “If I profane…”, Romeo‟s tone is one of reverence and respect. Trace the 
parts played by both Romeo and Juliet in changing that mood. (You may have to look up 
notes on words like “shrine”, “pilgrims”, “saints”, “palmers”.) 

I.v.95-112 :  What variety of emotions can you find in these eighteen lines of the lover‟s first meeting? 

I.v. :  Compare two versions of this scene. Do the two versions give you different impressions 

of Romeo and Juliet‟s „love at first sight‟? Which version appears to interpret 
Shakespeare‟s text more faithfully? [OPTIONAL FOR HOMEWORK: There are a 
number of versions available online. Two that I recommend for comparison are Baz Luhrmann’s 
“Romeo + Juliet” (1996), and Zefferelli’s “Romeo and Juliet” (1968). Both are excellent adaptaions in 
very different ways. This makes it easier to draw out the different impressions mentioned in the task. 
This is an extremely worthwhile exercise if you are able to do it!] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



HINTS & TIPS 

 I recommend you take time to re-read Act 1, then look at the LitChart guide to Act 1 (You may prefer to 

read the LitChart guide first). 

 

 Concentrate on the PLOT first. Get your head around who is involved, which family they belong to. 

 

 

 Identify the key ACTION(s) in each scene. 

 

 Have an opinion, but don‟t allow it to colour your interpretation of the text. For example, we would find 

an arranged marriage abhorrent, but that is here and now. They were very much the norm for wealthy 

families back then. We need to accept that this is just „how things are‟, rather than allowing our own 

feelings to divert us from the text. (PS: One thought you may wish to file away for later reference – 

There is NOTHING arranged about Romeo and Juliet‟s love for each other… theirs is a relationship of 

true and pure love. Do you think Shakespeare was making a point about „arranged marriages‟ when he 

wrote this?) 

 

 

 Try to answer all the relevant question! I can learn more from a wrong answer than I can from a right 

one!  

 

 The highlighted dialogue from I.v. (Act 1, Scene 5) is essential reading… and learning… and probably 

memorising! If you do nothing else (lazy gits!), do this one! 

 

I am currently having inconsistent access to the internet, but if you have specific questions, I will be online from 

2-4 on Sunday. Leave comments on the blog (I‟ll post all this here), and I‟ll get back to you almost immediately. 

 

I look forward to receiving your finished work on TUESDAY 31st JANUARY. 

 


